Mitochondrial cardiomyopathy.
Accumulating evidence emphasizes the role of genetic factors in the development of cardiomyopathy. Mitochondrial cardiomyopathy is defined as cardiomyopathy caused by mitochondrial DNA mutations. The rate of mitochondrial DNA mutation is estimated to be much higher than that of nuclear DNA. It has been demonstrated that mutations of mitochondrial DNA are found in a variety of diseases, suggesting a new concept of mitochondrial disease. This contribution reviews the concept, molecular genetics, family history, pathology, clinical symptoms, diagnosis and therapy of mitochondrial cardiomyopathy.